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Greece and PISA
According the last PISA (Programme for International Students Assessments) report by the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development), which was compiled in 2015, Greece was ranked 47th out of 74 participating countries and/or territories (OECD, 2018). PISA reported mean scores in the three areas it assesses as 493 in reading, 493 in science, and 490 in mathematics (OECD, 2018). Greece’s mean scores were 455 in reading, 467 in science, and 454 in mathematics. Since the previous PISA in 2012, Greece’s scores in reading dropped eight points, dropped six points in science, and gained one point in mathematics.
Looking at all three assessed areas, Greece showed only 6.8% of students ranked as “high performers” in at least one assessed area while the mean percentage of students across all countries was 15.3% (OECD, 2018). For “low performers” across all three areas, Greece tested in with 20.7% of its students, significantly above the 13% mean (OECD, 2018). PISA also found noticeable gaps between male and female students, between native and foreign-born students, and also between differing socio-economic statuses (European Commission, 2017). 
These findings have led to significant changes in the structure of Greek education. In 2017, the policy of electing school leaders via anonymous ballot by teachers was abolished so as to provide more transparency in the process (European Commission, 2017). Greek schools are also implementing more assessment measures to ensure that students exit prepared, however, the school system itself is tasked with creating these assessments and measuring them and there is no requirement to involve outside or neutral parties, nor is there any requirement to publish the results of these assessments (European Commission, 2017).
The National Herald (2017) reported that critical thinking, the hallmark of Ancient Greek education, has been replaced by memorization of facts and the ability to recall those facts. A study commissioned by the Greek Minister of Education cited numerous reasons for the poor PISA showing, including teachers using antiquated teaching techniques that do not take into account the modern world and a ruling political party that currently looks down on education in general (The National Herald, 2017).
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